376           .        THANKSGIVING DA Y KEPT.

were attempting to throw a pontoon across the Oconee at
the Georgia Central Railroad bridge. Here they met a
force under the command of General Wayne, which 'was
composed of a portion, of Wheeler's cavalry, militia, and a
band of convicts who had been liberated from the peniten-
tiary upon the condition that they would join the army,

'"The most.of these desperados have been taken pris-
oners, dressed in their State prison clothing. General Sher-
man has turned them loose, believing that Governor Brown
had not got the full benefits of his liberality. The rebels
did not ma'ke a remarkably stern defense of the bridge, for
Howard was able to cross his army yesterday, and com-
menced breaking railroad again to-day. In fact, all of the
army, except one corps, are engaged in this same work,
Morgan, with his army, was hardly able to reach this point
When he met General Hardee, who has managed to get
around here from Macon. Our troops struck the railroad
at this station a few hous after the frightened band escaped.

" We had been told that the country was very poor east
of the Oconee, but our experience has been a delightful
gastronomic contradiction of the statement. The cattle
trains are getting so large that we find difficulty in driving
them along. Thanksgiving Day was very generally ob-
served in the army, the troops scorning chickens in the
plentitude of turkeys with which they have supplied them-
selves.

" Vegetables" of all kinds, and in unlimited quantities,
were at hand, and the soldiers gave thanks as soldiers may.
and were merry as only soldiers can be. In truth, so far as
the gratification of the stomach goes, the troops are pursuing
a continuous thanksgiving.

" In addition to fowls, vegetables, and meats, many ob-
tain a delicious syrup made from sorghum, which is culti-as a means for the enemies of the Union."it disturbed Hooker's breathing, madeton, a flourishing little town
